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few rich men like yourself in the country.' MdSTally, who was
engaged in the defence, relates that O'Connor, after his condem-
nation, was offered a provision for his family if he would make
discoveries. He answered, c He who feeds the young ravens in
the valley, will provide for them.'l

One of the most enduring effects of these disturbances was
the diminution of the influence of the gentry over their tenantry.
I have in former chapters described at some length the agrarian
circumstances of Ireland, and it is constantly necessary, even
at the risk of wearisome repetition, to keep these circumstances
before our eyes, and to watch their obscure and often most per-
plexing changes, when relating political events. As we have
already seen, the actual owner of the soil, in Ireland, rarely
made or directly paid for improvements, but he threw the task
of making them upon large tenants, who on this condition re-
ceived great tracts at very low rents, on leases for lives, some-
times renewable for ever on the payment of a small fine at the
fall of each life,2 but more frequently extending over fifty,
sixty, seventy, or even eighty years. This system of land tenure
grew out of the social and political conditions of the country at
a time when the population was exceedingly scanty, and what-
ever may have been its disadvantages, it was at least not in any
sense inequitable. After the first few years, the contract was
exceedingly lucrative to the farmer, and an undisturbed enjoy-
ment for perhaps half a century, amply compensated him for his
original outlay. By a remarkable series of laws known as c the
Timber Acts,3 the Irish Parliament endeavoured to encourage
planting, by giving tenants for life, or for years, a partial or abso-

1 J. W. to Pelham, Sept. 17, 1795.      minister the Sacraments to him. His
An interesting account of this trial     carcase is buried in the courtyard of
will be found in Walker's Hibernian     the gaol, and his head is to be set up
Magazine for November 1795. The     upon a pole in the front of the build-
judges appear, as far as J can form an     ing.' (S. Hamilton, Sept. 8, 1795.)
opinion, to have tried the case both          2 At the time of the Devon Corn-
fairly and mercifully. In the Pelham     mission, it was estimated that one-
Correspondence there is a letter from     seventh of Ireland was held under
the Castle giving some further parti-     this tenure, and there were complaints
culars. * O'Connor was executed yes-     that landlords, who found the rent
terday at Naas. He was extremely     paid to them absurdly below the value
penitent, acknowledged the veracity     of the land, frequently availed them-
of the witnesses against him, and the     selves of the negligence of tenants or
justice of his sentence. The Eoman     of technical flaws to break these con-
Catholic clergy refused to attend him     tracts. (Digest of Evidence on Occu-
at the time of his execution, or to ad-     pation of Land, i. 232, 233.)